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MOULT No information.

126 MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus
Mistletoe Thrush, Stormcock)
Turdus viscivorus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat. (ed. 10): 168 — Europa [restricted to

kssex by BOU List Committee (1 948) Ibis 90: 320}.

IDENTIFICATION 27-28 ¢cm (107-1171. A large,
docky thrush of Europe, westem Asia and much of
4sia Minor with small outposts in central Asia and
e western Himalayas. Large size and long-tailed
shape an obvious feature, and on the ground tends
1o be more upright than other thrushes. Pale grey-
brown above; heavy spotting helow often forms a
gorget patiern across the breast; the long tail has
distinctive white tips 1o the outer feathers, and the
wings have silvery-white underwing-coverts. The
flight is distinctively undulating or bounding and
nterspersed with glides recalling that of a pigeon.
Confusion species Much paler, larger and longer-
ailed than Song Thrush (1241 with which it is often
ound (see that species for jurther differences).
Birds in the western Himalayas are very similar to
woith Plain-backed Thrush (48) and Long-tailed
Thrush 149), the former being slightly more rufous
shove, generally lacking any visible wing-hars in

i e field, with a pronounced eye-ring and closely

spaced blackish bars, not spots, on the lower
breast, belly and flanks. Long-tailed Thrush is

* dightly more olive above, shows two buffish wing-

hars and lacks the breast-band effect; the spots on
e breast and upper belly form short broad bars.
white's Thrush (501 is also initially similar but has
2 heavily spotted appearance of golden-yellow
and black crescent on the upperparts and by dark
hrown of blackish crescents below. Juveniles
could be mistaken for White's but lack the golden-
rellow tones and distinctive underwing pattern,
have a less robust shape and show pale buffish
spots 1o the mantle, back and scapulars with
darker tips to feathers, and spots (not scallops) on
the underparts.

DESCRIPTION Sexes alike. Adult Forehead 1o
crown and nape pale brown tinged grey; sides of
neck to mantle, back and scapulars pale grey-
brown, scapulars frequently slightly browner;
wmp paler and more washed with yellowish-buff,
uppertail-coverts similar but finely tipped greyish-
white. Tail grey-brown with white tips to outer
hree feathers varying in extent but usually
decreasing inwardly and forming wedge. Lores
pale yellow or creamy-yellow becoming greyish-
white on cheeks; pale bufiish-white eye-ring most
visible behind eye; ear-coverts slightly darker than
cheeks and finely mottled darker, some showing
more heavily pronounced tear-drop line below
eve; blackish border to rear of ear-coverts extend-

MEASUREMENTS n=7) Wing, male 16-120,
female 114-118; tarsus 37_36; bill (from feathers)
16-19. Weight apparently unrecorded.
REFERENCES Cheng (1 987), Meyer de Schauensee
(1984).
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ing along lower edge; has short linc of fine black-
ish spots forming vestigial moustachial stripe bor-
dering whitish submoustachial and blackish malar
stripe. Median coverts have black centres broadly
tipped white, greater coverts grey-brown tipped
finely with pale buff or buffish-white and edged
pale buif; alula and primary coverts darker brown,
finely edged olive; flight feathers and tertials
brown to dark brown tinged olive and broadly
edged pale greyish-butf on secondaries. Chin and
throal whitish with lines of fine blackish spots at
cides of throal becoming heavier on sides of neck;
breast vellowish-buff strongly marked with black
wedge-shaped spots which merge across lower
breast to form a gorget or breast-band effect; sides
of lower breast olive, flanks pale yellowish-butt;
belly to vent white heavily spottod hlack, under-
fail-coverts white tinged buff with a few grey-
brown arrowhead marks at sides. In flight axillaries
and underwing-coverts sitvery-white. Bill blackish
or dark horn-brown except for yellowish base to
lower mandible and cutting edge of upper. Eye
dark brown. Legs and feet pale yellowish-brown.
in worn plumage upperparts become paler and
huff tones on underparts less visible; also pale
edges to flight feathers and tertials become whiter
or are completely abraded. Immature Juvenile
similar to adult but upperparts variably paler buft-
ish or greyish-brown and many feathers have pale
creamy-buff centres and blackish tip, especially
those on mantle, scapulars and rump; uppertail-
coverts have less visible pale centres but dark tips
and edges; median and greater coverts also as
adult but finely edged whitish or whitish-buff,
greaters broadly tipped buff, flight feathers broadly
edged and finely tipped pale greyish-buff, tertials
broadly edged ye\\owish—buff. Underparts as adult
but spots generally cmaller: some birds lack spots
on c¢hin and throat. First-winter bird Very similar
to adult but may retain some pale shaft-streaks on
scapulars, rump and wing-coverts; underparts usu-
ally more heavily buffish. Retains juvenile flight
and tail feathers and 3-4 outer greater coverts and
primary coverts into first summer; unmoulted/
retained greater coverts edged off-white and con-
trast against pale olive-buif edges of newer feath-
ers, a contrast which remains into following spring
{in exceptional cases all greater coverts are
moulted in first autumn, then only separable from
adult on tail feather shape: Svensson 1992). In the
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hand tail feathers arc narrow and more pointed
than in adult.
GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION Three races now
considered valid; variation clinal. A considerable
number of other races (at least eight) have heen
proposed, mainly from areas along the cline of
increasingly paler birds from western Europe east
to Siberia (Vaurie 1955b). Nominate birds indeed
reduce their colour saturation and the amount of
black spotting on the underparts from north-west
Scotland east to the palest birds in Siberia and
south-east Europe and Turkey. Eastern race bona-
parter'is slightly Targer (.30 cn/11%7) than nomi-
nale, with longer wings and paler (pale grey)
upperparts, paler or whiter underparts with the
spots correspondingly less black. Race deichleri is
similar in coloration to bonapartei but similar in
size to nominate, with a slenderer bill,
VOICE Call a series of harsh chattering or rattling
notes, usually louder when excited or alarmed:
also a dry or shightly muted krr, trrr or i given
either when perched or in flight, especially when
disturbed, this note often developed into a higher-
pitched rerterter alarm note varied by a rapid dry
tuc-tuc-tuc in the breeding season. Song a loud,
far-carrying and rather mellow or melancholy
melodious whistling, comprising 3-6 short phrases
of fluted swirling whistles recalling those of Black-
bird (111) bur lacking the quick changes in pitch,
e.g. chuwee-trewuu... trurcetruruu. . truwutrd...
ruwuwutru, interspersed with short phrases of a
second or two and repeated again with similar
tone and pitch; some regional or seasonal varia-
tions, with addition of quick-quick-quick or
weepeeep cepwee. Overall effect is of a fairly lim-
ited repertoire and a rather slow, drawn-out deliv-
ery. May give a descending diviuiju at start or
towards end of normal song; also a subdued but
rather rapid warbling containing 1-2 chattering
notes, similar to that of Fieldfare (122).

Song usually delivered from well up in a tree or

from roof-top, occasionally in flight or even from
the ground; usually early on sunny mornings but
also in short periods throughout the day, especially
after, or even during, wet or stormy weather
thence the old English name ‘Stormcock’). Song
period mostly from mid-November to early June,
but also exceptionally in late August, early Sep-
tember and October.
STATUS AND DISTRIBUTION Common through-
out much of the range but in northern and castern
districts of Russia, the Balkans and parts of eastern
Germany scarce or infrequent.

I v. viscivorus Most of Europe, from the British
Isles (with the exception of the Western Isles,
Orkney and Shelland Islands) to south-cast Nor-
way, Sweden (except the west and north-west),
Finland (except northern Lapland), the southern
part of the Kola Peninsula and much of western
Russia south of 65°N east to about 63°N in the
Urals and the western bank of the Oh River; in the

south the range extends castwards from Spain and
Portugal, the central Apennines to southern ltaly
and northern Sicily (but avoids much of northern
Italy) south-cast through much of the Balkans,
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where the range is fragmentary and m
restricted to the high ground of central and soute
ern Greece (present but generally scarce or rareg
the Acgean and lonian Islands: has bred Leshog
Kefallinia, tkaria and Samos), discontinuously i
Bulgaria and Hungary, but continuously throughd
central Romania to the Ukraine and east to about
52°Nin the southern Urals; the isolated popula-}
tion in Crimea was formerly separated as tauricus §
but also occurs through the Caucasus east to Azere
baijan. Occurs throughout much of southern and
western Turkey (but largely absent from west-cen- ]
tral inland arcas, southern coastal lowlands and §
the central Taurus range) and northern and eastem 4
Turkey (up to about 2600 m/8580') east to extreme §
northern Iraq (in the Ser Amadiya) and in north
west Iran in parts of the Elburz range and else-
where south of the Caspian, possibly also in the
southern Zagros Mountains. ]

In winter breeding hirds from Scandinavia, |
northern Denmark, the Baltic states, Poland, west
crn Russia, Slovakia, Hungary and westem Roma. |
nia move between west and south to winter within
Europe, North Africa, northern Morocco, northem
Algeria, northern Tunisia (south to about Gabes) 1
and irregularly or exceptionally to coastal north
west Libya ito Wadi Rami, Wadi Turghat and the
Jefren  Escarpment), Balearic Isfands, Crete,
Cyprus, north and east Romania, south-east
Turkey, Syria, northern Iraq, Lebanon and northem
and central Israel. Occasional individuals winter
further north, in central Norway and Sweden, and
further east, in western Russia.

T v. deichleri Resident in northern Morocco
from Tangier south to the Middle Atlas, central
plateau and High Atlas; more numerous inland
and up to about 1800 m (6000'] in the Middle
Atlas; discontinuously east through northern Alge-
ria south to the Saharan Atlas (usually in cork oak
forests) and north-west Tunisia; also Corsica and
Sardinia.

I. v. bonapartei Siberia from the eastern bank of
the Ob River (birds on the west banks of the Ob
and Irtysh are intermediate with nominate) east to
about 60°N along the Yenisei, the Podkamennaya
Tunguska River basin and south-west Baikal, south
through the Sayan range 1o the Altai and Tien Shan
ranges and east into northern and south-west
Sinkiang, also south through Ferghana, Tadzhik-
istan to northern Afghanistan (Herat and Nuristan
at 1600-3100 m/5280-10,230") and the Safed
Koh, eastern Afghanistan; also Chitral, Kashmir
and Gilgit south to north-central Baluchistan, Pak-
istan and east through the western Himalayas (to
west-central Nepal) where it breeds between 1800
and 3900 m (5950-12,850'). Several small iso-
lated populations in northern and north-east Iran
such as those in the Kopet Dagh (Turkmenistan), In

winter moves to lower altitudes in Ferghana and
the western Himalayas (1200 m/3950') in northern
India (south to about Dehra Dun) and Pakistan, but
only down to between 2135 and 3030 m (7050-
10,0507 in Nepal, occasionally more widely in
northern Pakistan to Lahore and Quetta; also
occurs widely in southern Kazakhstan, southern
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HABITAT Woods, p\antations, edges of forests,
open forest, copses, hedgerows, open fields,
between mid- or late Sep- orchards, parks and town and city squares; in
r with birds moving in grad- some parts of the range occurs in almost treeless

south-south-west and areas. In the south and east of the range it occurs
in upland and montane woodlands of conifers,

including cedar and juniper forests of mixed with
oak and birch; also dwarf juniper above the tree-
line; in North Africa above 600 m (1980") and
occasionally to ¢ 700 m (56007, In winter to

more open areas of farmland or rough pasture,

moorland, hillsides and grassy areas.
BEHAVIOUR Occurs alone and in pairs but fre-
quently gathers in family parties or small loose
flocks in late summer, with groups of up to 50 not
uncommon but above 150 exceptional. Roosts
singly or in pairs in trees, tall bushes and
hedgerows; family parties in autumn more sociable
and roost together. In Europe in winter often asso-
ciates or shares feeding areas with Redwings (123)
and Fieldfares (122). Spends time in the open on
the ground where typical gait is erect or upright
with head held up and tail down, actions similar to
Song Thrush although hops are fonger and more
pronounced; when excited or alarmed flicks wings
and tail. tn flight regularly closes wings for a sec-
ond or two; thus while short {lights are fairly direct,
jonger ones are more undulating. Pairs are often
quarrelsome; males are intolerant of intruders into
territory and bold in its defence; fearlessly attack
birds or prey and Crows, etc., especially near the
nest. Forages mostly within habitat but more in
open fields and rarely in undergrowth or hedgerow
bottoms. Food mostly invertebrates, fruit and
berties. Invertebrates include earthworms, snails,
slugs, heetles, ants, millipedes, earwigs, grasshop-
pers and spiders; vegetatble matter includes fruits
and seeds of alder, barberry, bilberry, blackberry,
buckthorn, cherry, currant, elder, grape, hawthorn,
holly, juniper, mistletoe, olive, rose, rowan, snow-
berry, strawberry and yew, flowers and shoots of
grasses, syCamore, etc.; will take fallen apples and
plums, Has been known to attack and kil young
Song Thrush, Blackbird and Hedge Sparrow
prunelfa modularis and slow worm.
BREEDING Season: mid-March (late February in
Britain) to mid- or late July. Nest: a large cup of
fine sticks, dry grasses, roots and moss, occasion-
ally lichens, bracken fronds, bits of wool, cloth or
feathers lined with mud, fine grasses and leaves;
usually up to 20 m (66 from the ground (but
many within 2-9 m/ 6.5-30") along a branch or in
a fork, against the trunk of a tree, in a hedgerow
bush or treg, on a ledge in a building, bank, cliff-
{ace or amongst rocks. Nest built by female but
assistance from male not unknown. Eggs 3-5,
exceptionally 2-6, pale or greenish-blue, also pale
creamy-buff or buifish-brown spotted, dappled or
blotched with reddish, purp\e or blackish-brown;
can also be unmarked. Incubation period 12-15
days; usually by female. Fledging period 14-1 6
days; young fed by both adults. Two broods
throughout most of the range fexcept in Siberia);
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adult male feeds young of first brood when adult
female on eggs of second.

MOULT Adults have full post-breeding moult
beginning in late May to late June, occasionally
whilst birds are still breeding; completed between
mid-August and early October. juveniles have par-
tial moult of head, body, lesser, median and some
inner greater coverts, depending on hatching but
begins May to August and completed by early to
mid-October. No spring or summer moult but may
renew some body feathers January to March.

127 WHITE-CHINNED THRUSH Turdus aurantius

MEASUREMENTS Wing, male (n=90) 143-170, j
female (n=69) 142—168; tarsus 28.5-35; bill (from  §
skully 22-25; bonapartei wing, male (n=45) 1
156176, female (n=15) 155-171; deichleri wing,
male (n=23) 147-160; female (8)145-153. Weight
100-167 g; bonapartei male 100-150 g, female
93-140 g (Dementiev & Gladkov 1954, Vaurie
1959, Cramp et al. 1988).

REEERENCES Cramp et al. (1988), Ctyroky (19687),
Dementiev & Gladkov (1954), Tucker & Heath
(1994), Vaurie (1955b, 1959).
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(Turdus) aurantius Gmelin, 1789, Syst. Nat. 1(2): 832 - Jamaica.

IDENTIFICATION 24-26.5 cm (9%~1 0'2"). En-
demic to Jamaica, like White-eyed Thrush {155).
Has dark grey upperparts except for slightly darker
or browner head and paler grey underparts, with
distinctive white patch in the wing (formed by two
white webs to the inner greater coverts), small area
of white on the chin, and bright orange-red bill,
legs and feet. Confusion species None likely; apart
from wintering American Robin (161), White-eyed
Thrush is the only other thrush on Jamaica but
lacks the white patch in the wing and the bright
red bill and legs and has a pale eye and brown-
streaked white chin and throat.
DESCRIPTION Sexes alike. Adult Forehead to
crown, nape and face sooty-black, face streaked or
flecked paler in some birds but in others as dark as
crown. Mantle, back, scapulars, rump and upper-
tail-coverts dark grey tinged brown or sooty-
brown. Wings and tail darker uniform brown but
not as dark as crown, with two broad white edges
to innermost greater coverts forming small white
patch; edges to outerwebs of flight feathers dark
greyish-slate; underwing-coverts slate greyish-
black with whitish edges. Chin, whitish; throat
grey-brown or paler in some, rest of underparts
greyish-buif except for whitish-buff belly (some-
imes from lower breast) o vent; breast can also
show whitish tips; undertail-coverts grey-brown or
with white tips. Bill bright yellow-orange to deep
orange with blackish tip. Eye brown or orange-
brown. Legs and feet yellow or yellowish-orange.
immature First-year bird similar to adult including
white edges to inner wing-coverts; chin and throat
sooty or blackish-brown as rest of head except for
centre of chin, which is dull whitish. Underparts
duller than adult with darker brown-grey on
breast, with dull rufous-brown tips or spots and
dull whitish bases to feathers on lower breast and
belly; flanks dull brown, undertail-coverts grey
with some white streaks or tips. Bill dark with vel-
low or orange tip. Legs and feet dull yellow or yel-
lowish-orange.
GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION None. Monotypic.
VOICE Variable from a lilting melodious song in
breeding season, often including shrill whistles (or
given on their own) p’lice, p'lice or a piuu and a
repeated wichu wichu wichu... and a deep cluck-
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ing kek scolding note often repeated monoto-
nously; alarm a rapid high-pitched series of notes
very similar to those given by Blackbird {111).
Song slow and lilting, containing shrill drawn-out
notes usually in pairs on a rising scale, suchas a
continually repeated ture-tee-foo-too-tee-tee, but
richer and recalling both American Robin and
Blackbird in tone; also has a softer, more subdued
subsong. Sings mostly in the early dawn; song
period from late February to August.

STATUS AND DISTRIBUTION Very common res-
ident. Endemic to Jamaica.

MOVEMENTS Largely sedentary but some, possibly
first-year birds, disperse to lower levels in winter.
HABITAT Mostly in hills and mountains, where it
is chiefly a woodland bird, but also enters citrus
and banana plantations, pastures and gardens; on
the north and south-west coasts occurs down to
sea-level.

BEHAVIOUR Generally alone or in pairs but may
roost semi-colonially. Most habits like other Tur-
dus thrushes, habitually spending long periods on
the ground; when in trees oron the ground the tail
is often held high or semi-erect over the back; tail
also flicked rapidly when alarmed or nervous, and
wings drooped at sides of the body. An active and
easily seen bird (but can also be elusive, and more
often heard than seen) with quick movements;
usually flies low and fast, especially when in
escape flight, when gives high-pitched alarm call.
Forages on the forest floor in typical thrush fash-
ion; frequently seen along roadsides and espe-
cially active following rain. Takes small lizards,
frogs, small mice, worms, slugs, beetles, moths,
fruit and berries.

BREEDING Scason: May to August. Nest: a bulky,
untidy cup mostly of leaves, plant fibres (espe-
cially of pimento) and twigs usually placed in a
shrub, bromeliad, base of a palm frond, stump,
fork or span of a branch. Eggs: 2-4, dull whitish or
pale green, finely spotted darker or with reddish-
brown. Two broods.

MOULT No information.

MEASUREMENTS Wing, male (n=22) 116127,
female (n=14) 112-123; tarsus 32-40.5; hill {to
feathers) 21-25.5. Weight apparently unrecorded.
REFERENCES Levy & Downer (1992).
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plackish-grey with thin pa L);) M
to primaries and‘br()ad\y\ Lre‘ié(
rey on secondaries, Ogtt‘:\)\‘[g |
slate-grey; un(ie;vln{gh—rg(:)‘\[ind !
i { pape, chin, throat &t
i)l(ai\eesg?rtey (!r finged buft on b)reisf
tail-coverts white; sma\‘\ »a“dafe(
eye. Bill, eye-ring, legs an) o
female identical 10lma\e L,:,\(g‘
grey on wings, and innerwebs

129 RED-LEGGED 1
Jurdus plumbeus Linna
ed to 1slands of An

rect
Florida,

Hist. Carolina,

|DENTIFICAT|ON 26-27 CN
ident and widespread thrus
Indies from Cuba to DQr-mr
but absent from \gmmm).k
thrush; nominate birds are
a white chin, red base _ot 1
ring, pate greyish edges t(‘?
white spots 10 the tips ©
Variation between {s\an\
Confusion species None
DESCRlPTlON Sexes alf
Face and jorehead 0 m(‘
grey, olightly lighter on r\u
hase of forehead can ai¥
black or blackish-grey: 1
outers blackish-brown
white tips 1o outermoct’ t
ing in size inwardly. Me
tipped grey, greater (o’\
obscured by broad pea
and stightly darker grey




